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Eing now after ten yeeres, returned into my native coun= 
try,and having opportunity,upon even ground,to ſpread 

re your face ſuch grievances, as in former times I re- 
ceived from you,” hope'that, now, you will not ſhut 
your eyes again(t the light; but open them to behold ic withour 
prejudice. 

But that the unreaſonableneſle of your dealings with me may 
more clearely appeare, lee me premiſe this one thing betore I 
proceed, tiz. That from firft ro laft,more or lefle,youncuer had 
to objeR againſt me any thing that ſlaveured either of crrorin 
do&rine, ſcandall in life, or contempt of authority , but onely 
this, that I conld not againſt light of conſcience obey the cruel! 
eommanis of my Taskmaſters, in conforming to ſuperſtitious, 
and nocent ceremonies. Yea.to farre was your conſcience con- 
vinced of.mine integrity, that not once, bur often, and that be« 
tore many witneſſes ({ when you were cometo your {ele ) you 
gave ſuch a teſtimony of me, as I judge not mect (1nmodelty) 
to expreſſe. Yet behold your proceedings againſt me, not onely 
to the highelt point of extremity, but f;xre beyond all bonds of 
law,and juſtice. , 

For, 1. You ſilenced me from preaching. 

2. You deprived me ot 'my Living, and not in open Court, 


. but in hugger, mugger, ( your Regitter (ook: onely being pre» 


ſent,)an a moſt contrary to law ; asT hope, now you will be 
afffc to confeſle. 

3. You reſted not here, but paſſed upon me the foreſt cenſure 
Chad it, been rightly adminiſtred)that everJeſus Chriſt ordained 
againſt the molt notorious and ſcandalous perſons in his 
Church; that dreadfull ſentence of excommun:tcation.Thus be - 
ing thruſt our, firſt from-the Pulpit, thenfrom my living , after 
that, from the Church, as a man unfit either to preach, or live, 


.or participate of the blood of Chritt, Under all which burdens 
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(2) 
lay d&wntn flente, and" (defirmg to way hv of wy 
Lord) yeclding my cheek tothe Smiters, and was dumbe before 
my (hearers. 

4. Yer (as if the former rigovr had been nothing) your nexc 
aft exceeded all ihe reſt; for being preſent, upon ſeme occa» 
{iongat one of your Viſication-Courts, and not making the lealt 
queſtion, but that, without the leaft offence I} might be preſthc 
in a publique affemb)y whereunto many hundreds of all (orcs 
both good and bad reſorted, it ſeemes, was miſtaken, and nor 
enough confiderate of che eminency of your perſon, the 
holinefſe of the place, and the defilednefſe of my ſelte, 
through my late cenſure, and therefore was taught better man- 
ners. For 

1. Having called me before you, and faſtning your eyes 
upon me with diſdainfull fiercenefſe, you rated and reviled me 
with contumelious words, as an impudent man (or feilow) and 
asked me, how /dare being excommunicate, to approach your 
preſence to ſtand upon holy ground, 

2+ You called for Tomilins, and committed me a priſoner iato 
his hands, and after bound me to appeare in a bond of an t00. 
marks,with two ſuficient ſureties,at the next HighCommitlion 
Court at Lambeth; there to anſwer for my contempt, and im- 


You threatned to make me an exampleto all Miniſters in 
your whole Diocefic, I entreated your favour, and pleaded for 
my ſelte, 

I. That it was not in my purpoſe, to give you the leaſt offence 
by my preſence there, and therefore beſought you to conſter it 
(at the moſt, but) as an errour of Ignorance, far from contempt 
or impudency. Andto prove, how loath I would have 
witcingly to give you any diſltaſt, 7 teld you that all the = 
and ſermon time, before the Court began, 7 had ood withoyt 
the Church,and came not ig till all wazended; meerely for this 
ve:y reaſon, tharI might not be offenſive, 

2, I praied you to conſider how mach / had ſuffered already, 
and intreated that that might be ſuflicient in your eyes, and to 
proceed no ſurther againit me for ſuch a thing as this, 

+ How 1 had ſilently born all thoſe hard cenſures paſt upon 
me 
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(3) 

me by ye + aid had not gainſayed, or carried-my felfe in any 
Manner 

4. What teſtimony yﬀu ſelfe had born of me,concerning my 
former —___ z and therefore, not to ket one overſight ſo poiſe 

inſt me. 

4 fyox nothing regarded my ſelfe, yer to render the condi- 
tion of my wife and children, who were ready to be expoſed to 
inconveniences enough by my former ſofferings without any 
new addition to the ſane. To which your anſwer was, That you 
never regarded arguments of wives and children, better they 
periſh theo you negle that duty and charge the King hath in- 
truſted yor withall, of keeping order in the Church. | 

6. After this. D. Dxck-, your own Chancellour, who ſat by 
and heard a)l matters how they pafſed, ſtood up and interceded 
for me,and profeſſed he thought / ſpake ingenuouſly. Then my 
Lord Maynard, who was prelent, of his own accord alſo ſecon- 
ced his ſuir. And after him, divers other Gentlemen, did the like 
for my releaſe, Bur all were flung off, and denied, with ſuch an 
incontrouleable (hfnefſe,that all the beholders ftogd amazed. 

7. Laſt of all my ſelfe, finding an opportunity after yon had 
dined. thinking then to find you in a calmer temper , began to 
renue my requeſt ; butas / was making entranee into my ſuit, 
in great rage = cur me off, and faid 5 Trouble not your ſelfe, 
nor me, any further , for let allthe friends you have in England 
doe their beſt, / am reſolved not to alter my reſolution one 
haires bredth. ; 

So after all meanes uſed to no purpoſe, [ was left a priſoner in 
my keepers hands, and after that, driven to put in bond for my 
appearance. 

Then conſidering with my ſelfe, your diſpleaſure how much, 
yr power how great, and my ſelfe how unable to refiſt , and 
a were my canſe never ſo good) 7 knew how 1 was liketo 

ecd, if it were for nothing but for refuſing that oath z 1 was 

riven (by your terrour) to fly my deare native Country,forlake 
my loving friends, and leave many outward comforts in this 
life, and venter my life,and the lives of my deare wife,and tender 
children, the face of the deepes, choofing rather to live 


among wild beaſts, and wild men in a wildernefſe, under the 
blefling 


(4) 
[bleſſing bf Heaveu,, then underthepower of ſuch ur 
"men here. (Tho 'h God hath been pleaſed to make, that wi 
deraeiie: « ovichall tield.,! antla'very corner of Heavenumto us, 
but;that was no.thanke © Jour) ; Vet. your {elte not being ati(- 
fied with all this ſorrow, trouble, and lofle you had put ze 
upon, seny(after yowhed taken away-my-means oh livehhood) 
made me pay the fortciuneat tay bond, and fined ime 20, 40.59» 
pound a day for »on-appearance, and then ſent your Purlevangs 
downto my houſe to ſeiſeupon all my goods Iletc there, 
Now I belcech you, in theſpirit ot meckneſſe, conlider | 
I, The greatneffe and multiplicity of my fuffcrings you infli- 
ed on me,moſt of them(af nor all)without law,realon,or mercy, 
2. Theimalneſle (it any at all) of mine offence. - 
3+ The innocency of my perſon, by your own confeſlton, and 
your chancellors. 
4-The implacablenefſcof your ſpirit incenſed without ground 
or meaſure. x2 | 
All whiclparticulars, here fet down, (you know) I canmake 
ſound and proofe of: and fo I leave all upon your 
ſpirit to wergh and confider, an4 to give mea rationall anfwer 
untozas in the fight of God,who will thortly be our judge, 


And,now # beſtech th2®God and father of all light and grace,to 
open your eyes to ice the exceedingdepth of thoſe,and all your 
other fms ; and that God.that ſmote and clave the Rocks in the 
wildernefſe,{mite your heart wich ſound conviction and true re- 
pentance- for all. the evil you have done to Chritt himfelfe, 
whale iides and heart: you have igoared 3 to many of his faith- 
fall Miniſters whoſe mouthes you have ſtopped , and ro thoy- 
ſands of his Saints whoſe hearts you have gricved, and bodics 
impriſoned, all whoſe teares arexn)his bottle ; andialto to Ifi- 
nite many/poore ignorant, fintull (onles. whote: blood -you haye 
-ſpilc, and ſent quick down to hell, which blood cryes lowder a+ 
'gainſt youthet Abels blood againſt Cain ; lament in time before 
-it be too kate, and let your repentancezing as lond. as far as your 
'ſinshavedone,and baffle notyour conſcience with:carnall pleas, 
» ubci{bevations, and flight words,/kcatt icbeing not ſoundly hea- 
led; your weundsbreake openiin the day of youracconnts; and 
| bleed 
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bleed afreſh to all eternity. And if your repentance prove true? 
it will ſhew it ſelfe (Z achews like ) by reſtitution to all that you 
have wronged, as far as your eſtate will reach, you will cover or 
fill up the pits you have digged in mens eſtates according to 
Meſes law. Non remittatur peccatumnift reſtitwatur ablatum, 


'J His Lettzr being wrote, co this effeR,and ſent to Dr. Lawd by 

a faithfull meſſenger,who with much a do,and long waiting 
at his Chamber dore, got liberty to preſent into his hands, and 
after that, with more adoe, prevailed with him toread it out to 
theend : which being done, the bearer demanded, if he would 
write an anſwer ? heanſwered, / will not write, He demanded it he 
would accept of another I.etter from him tbat ſent this? he an- 
{wered, / will not read ir. Then he demanded, it he would adn it 
conference with him ? his anſwer was,] will not ſpeak with him 
nor ſee him. What anſwer then (replied the meſſenger) ſhall I 
returne to him that ſent me?why,Ged bleſſe him (laid Dr. Land. ) 
So they parted, 


Poſtſcript. 


F theſe be not one of thoſe unreaſonable men, 

which the Apoſtle prayed to be delivered from, 
let the reader conſuder and judge , he could ſpeake 
evill, do evill, freely, boldly, frequently ; no nan 
mo : but when he is plainely dealt withall, 
ang put on to give anſwer ; then, the man hath loſs 
the uſe of his reaſon and ſences too, he will neither 
write nor read, nor heare,nor ſee. Let our prayers 
be poured out :to Heaweirthat God would at length 


* redeent bis people, from the tyranny of ſuch abſurd 
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| go urea ſonable men. 
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